THE patient is a girl aged 10. The appearance of this little growth is peculiar. There are.no symptoms referable to the ear, and it was merely detected in the course of a routine examination. The child was attending for follicular tonsillitis, and the tonsils have now been removed.
Left Facial Paralysis following a mild Catarrh of the Middle Ear. No Perforation.
By H. J. DAVIS, M.B.
THE patient shown, a woman aged 45, is one of two women with a precisely similar condition attending the hospital at the present moment. In both cases complete facial paralysis resulted from a mild attack of earache following coryza (?influenzal). In the patient exhibited this occurred five months ago, and she is recovering very slowly under electrical treatment. When first seen the membrane was indrawn and there was slight mastoid pain, but there was no redness of the drum. The local conditions rapidly subsided, but the paralysis remains and still persists. Hearing is normal. She states that many years ago she had slight earache on the other side, and "the face was drawn over to the left for months." It has been suggested that this is a neurosis, but the reaction of degeneration is present in the facial muscles, and the condition is probably due to some abnormality or deficiency in the canal of the facial nerve.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. DUNDAS GRANT said there was probably some dehiscence in the canal. She lost the sense of taste on the left side of the tongue for some time, and she still had extreme sensitiveness to sudden noises on the paralysed side, indicating paralysis of the stapedius, and loss of the protective influence of that muscle.
Dr. DAVIS, in reply, said that whenever the facial nerve was paralysed or paretic from whatever cause, it took a long time to get well. Some cases of Bell's palsy following colds, &c., never recovered at all, in spite of electrical treatment continued for years.
